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1. Course Objectives 

Following are the objectives of the course  

 To study the Sociology of Crime and Deviance 

  To gain a comprehensive understanding of the social, cultural, 

and structural factors that contribute to criminal behavior and 

deviant actions within a society.  

 To explore the intricate relationships between individuals, 

communities, and institutions, shedding light on the mechanisms 

that influence the definition, perception, and response to crime 

and deviance.  

 To examining the patterns, causes, and consequences of criminal 

behavior  

 To foster a deeper awareness of the societal dynamics that shape 

and are shaped by criminal and deviant behavior 

2. Teaching methodology 

Following teaching methodology will be use  

 Interactive Lectures 

 Discussion Sessions 

 Case Studies and Real-Life Examples 

 Field Visits and Observations 

 Research Projects etc. 

3. Course Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course the students are able to  

 Demonstrate key sociological theories, concepts, and research 

methods relevant to the study of crime and deviance 

 Analyze the role of societal structures, institutions, and cultural 

factors in shaping criminal behavior and deviant acts 

 Apply sociological theories to analyze and interpret real-world cases 

of crime and deviance 

 Demonstrate an awareness of ethical considerations in the study of 

crime and deviance 



 Develop the capacity to actively participate in informed discussions 

and debates on contemporary issues related to crime and deviance 

 Foster a sense of social responsibility and justice by exploring ways in 

which sociological knowledge can contribute to the development of 

policies, interventions, and practices aimed at reducing crime, 

promoting rehabilitation, and addressing social inequalities 

4. Course Evaluation Method 

The Course shall be assessed for 200 marks. The Evaluation Scheme would be as 

follows: Internal Assessment: 70% (140 marks), Semester End Examination: 30% 

(60 marks) 

Sl. 

No. 
Marks Distribution 

1.  Project Work 40 marks 

2. Seminar 20 marks 

3. Mid Semester Examination 40 marks 

4. Assignment 30 marks 

5. Attendance in class 10 marks 

6. Semester End Examination 60 marks 

 

5. Detailed Structure of the Course (specifying course 

modules and sub-modules) 

MODULE I: Introduction and theoretical approach  

 Concept of crime and deviance; old and modern  

 Characteristics of crime 

 Causes for criminal behaviour 

 Society and crime relations  

 Anomic theory (Durkheim, Merton)   

 Differential Association Theory (Sutherland)  

 Labeling theory 

MODULE II: Socio-economic factors and crime 

 Urbanization 



 Recreation 

 Poverty 

 Unemployment 

  Industrialization 

 Crowd in family 

  Broken home 

  Illegal child 

 Orphanhood 

 Neighbourhood 

 Family disorganization 

MODULE III: Changing Profile of Crime 

 Organized crimes 

  terrorism  

 White collar crime    

 Crimes against women 

 Juvenile Delinquency 

MODULE IV: Correction Methods 

 Meaning and significance of correction- Deterrent, preventive and 

reformative  

 Judicial custody, prisons and prison system  

 Alternative imprisonment – probation, parole and open prisons 
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